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be a lucky play as this morning, coming up from the
beach by a special act of Providence (to retneve a book
Charlotte had lost) I found in my path a most beautiful
snake, two feet long, with an exquisite little head about
the size of the tip of your little finger, and a perfect
design in lozenges on its back It stayed nearly two
minutes (the first ten seconds of which were spent in
hissing at me) and then went away, sometimes
tumbling down a precipice two feet high into a heap
of rings, sometimes gliding through the grass It finally
vanished into a bramble, but we parted the best of
friends, and I am now convinced that 'Doctor's
Dilemma5 will be a complete success for you, for me,
for the Court and for the universe

"After all, the snake had not much of a part, but its
figure produced an extraordinary poetic effect

"However, the setting was good It was a very-
fine day, and the sun was blazing on the creature's
lozenges It would not have produced any effect at
all m the Brighton Aquarium The moral is, that a
salary is not everything Although in view of the
recent returns at the Court, I think you may want
all you can get to save you from having to go on tour at
thirty shillings a week, yet there is no golden rule as
to taking big salaries and doing anything you are paid
for, for it is no use making yourself dear in order to
make yourself cheap Whenever they make you an
offer, say, show me the play Miss Evelyn Millard did
that years ago when they offered her an engagement
at the Haymarket to play Gloria They showed her
the play and she said No Now she was wrong to say
No, but she was right to insist on seeing the book and
to refuse the engagement, rather than let herself be
seen to disadvantage (as she thought)

"I wish you would suggest a name for yourself HI this
new play I cannot very well call the lady Lilian
Provisionally I have called her Andromeda, but Mrs
Andromeda Dubedat is too long Here in King
Arthur's country the name Guinevere survives as